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TENDENCY OF INTRODUCING POPISH SYMBOLS. 183 


tend to formalism. ‘This has already been remarked sufficiently in 
pointing out the tendencies of symbolism. As a matter of history, 
wherever the symbol of the cross has been most honoured, the doc- 
trines of our crucified Saviour have been most despised and opposed. 
Rome, the city of crosses, is about the most corrupt city in the world. 

6. The symbol of the cross tends to increase superstition and 
scepticism. All sorts of virtues have been ascribed to the cross. 
Among the Italian brigands it seems to have been customary to carve 
a cross on the stocks of their guns every time they had been used with 
deadly effect. This was supposed to cancel the sin of murder, and 
the more crosses there were on the gun the more highly it was prized. 

Sceptics must form a still poorer opinion of Christianity when 
they see persons wearing this emblem of His precious death, and at 
the same time indulging in every kind of worldliness. 

7. We should not make use of symbols which have been shown to 
have had bad tendencies. This has clearly been shown in the case of 
wearing the cross. ' I wish to point out an instructive lesson taught 
us from the Old Testament. It ought to impress the subject on our 
minds. 

The only type of the way in which our Lord should suffer was the 
brazen serpent on a pole, by which Moses, at God’s command, stayed 
the plague of fiery serpents. (Num. xxi.) 

Though this was of sacred recollection, good King Hezekiah did 
not hesitate to break ‘in pieces the brazen serpent that Moses had 
made : for unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense to 
it: and he called it Nehushtan.’ (A piece of brass. )—(2 Kings, xviii. 
4.) 

8. Crosses are not necessary either for advertising our calling, 
which we ought to show forth in our lives, or for increasing religious 
fervour. For the latter purpose, if anything similar were contiaually 
required, [ think that a small pocket Testament read occasionally 
would be far more to the purpose than gazing at a piece of carving 
which often enough simply recalls to memory the donor of the pretty 
present, or is an article of adornment or pride. 

9. Lastly, take this illustration :— 

Supposing a man of extremely high character and greatly beloved 
were to be condemned to death and be hung like a felon on some un- 
just charge, what should we say if his family were to adopt as their 
crest the gallows, and to introduce gallows as ornaments on every 
possible occasion? If they were to wear gallows set with diamonds, 
gallows in solid gold, ivory, pearl, jet, and coral gallows ; if they 
had gallows at the corners of their houses, gallows for weathercocks, 
gallows on their gate-posts, gallows on their books ; and if they wrote 
with gallows, picked their teeth with gallows, and could not eat buns 
on the anniversary of his execution, without stamping a gallows on 
them ? 

We should certainly think it a very strange mode of showing 
affection to their departed master or friend. And if we saw these 
persons who thus paraded the instrument of his sufferings continually 
refusing to obey or listen to any of his commands, and indulging in all 
serts of excesses which they knew he had so strongly condemned, I 





